
 

Case Study

Our People

Like father, 
like daughter
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Industry start date: 1981
Malcolm Smith
Pipeline Engineer, St Fergus

“Working in the gas industry 
is a bit of a tradition in my family. My great-
grandfather was the manager of the gasworks 
in Peterhead and retired at the age of 70 after 
50 years of service. I joined Scottish Gas after 
leaving school and completed a three-year 
apprenticeship as a distribution craftsman. 
Today I am a pipeline engineer covering the 
operations here at St Fergus and half the 
transmission network of Scotland. My daughter 
Stacey has followed in my footsteps and works 
as an instrument technician at the terminal. I 
encouraged her, but I didn’t pull any strings. She 
made it on her own and I’m very proud of her.”
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Industry start date: 2006
Stacey Smith
Instrument Technician, St Fergus

“Although my father and I both 
work at St Fergus, we don’t actually work side 
by side because he is in operations and I am 
on maintenance. But we often bump into each 
other in corridors or around the site during the 
course of the day. I still live at home and in the 
evenings we try to avoid talking about work, 
but we often find ourselves catching up on 
the office gossip. When I left school, he said I 
should apply for a job in the gas industry, saying 
I would have an interesting and challenging 
career, and he was right. I really enjoy my work 
and I can see myself one day encouraging my 
children to consider a career in gas.”
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